Approximation of the edges of a wound is difficult to maintain because the sutures tend to cut out, and a low-grade infection often supervenes. Elasticity of the skin may be very much increased, especially on the upper part of the trunk, where it may be drawn out several inches from its original position, to which it returns at once on being released. This hyperelasticity of the skin is to be differentiated from an unusually lax skin (cutis laxa) a second variety of loose skin. Poynton and Paterson (1920-1) described a male child with cutis laxa, a haenlorrhagic tendency, papery scars on the limbs, and nodules over the ulnar and tibial borders. The skin had appeared too large for the body since birth.
Hyperextensibility of joints is a very variable and inconstant feature. It oftens involves only a few joints and it may be absent.
Friability of skin and a haemorrhagic tendency are not necessarily related features. There is frequently a tendency for haematomata to develop after a trivial injury. Undue bleeding does not always occur after operation (Barber et al., 1941) . On the other hand the case described by Bolani (1938) Weber & Aitken, 1937 -8, 1938 : Murray & Tyars, 1940 . These are at lirst collections of fat cells surrounded by a dense fibrous capsule (Weber & Aitken, 1938) : calcification may occur in them (Bolani, 1938 (Goldsmith, 1938-9; Weber & Huber, 1938-9) . A capillary resistance test of the negative pressure type, (Bell, Lazarus, Munro & Scarborough, 1942) (Harris 1943) On examination the relevant findings comprised a fine velvety skin which was liyperelastic on the arms and trunk and showed little attachment to deep fascia in these regions. Hyperextensibility of joints was present only in the elbows. No scars of any kind, pseudo-tumours nor subcutaneous nodules were present. Family History. Details of the family history were obtained from the mother (Case 2), who was aware of a hereditary abnormality affecting the skin of members of her family as far back as her paternal grandmother (Fig. 1) . Among the first of her forebears, to be affected, the abnormality took the form chiefly of undue friability of the skin without liyperelasticity. Her father tore the skin of his forearm from wrist to elbow as a result of a trivial scrape. In the third generation known to be involved, the tendency to tear was less marked and in some individuals it disappeared as they advanced in years. No undue friability of skin was observed in the youngest member of the family tree who showed the hyperelasticity of skin (Case 1). (Lowe, 1938-9 
